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We are happy that some of the descendents of the early settlers are with us today and
thank them for sharing their stories and photos. This tour is dedicated to them.
Great-Grandchildren of James & Catharine Haldeman Westlake
Guy Chappell - Granddaughter of George Westlake
Julie Bush - Granddaughter of Howard Westlake
Steven Westlake - Grandson of JohnWestlake

Dennis and Mary are buried here with their son, Lewis who lived for less
than a year. Dennis and Mary died in Mitchell, SD. While one report says
these gravestones are just memorials, another says they are indeed buried
here. The Haldeman Family was very prolific and many descendents still
live in Pennsylvania and the McHenry County area.

Great-Grandson of Dennis and Mary Hoffman Haldeman
Edwin Dennis Haldeman - Grandson of Edwin Grant Haldeman
Great-Granddaughter of William & Nora Waterman Watts
Nora Bowgren
Great-Granddaughter of Charles Andrews
Bonnie Miller
Marie Wilt of McHenry and Maureen Mikyska of Marengo have kindly come dressed
in 1800s farmhouse dresses to add a historical feeling to today’s tour.

Edwin Dennis, Sr. & a photo of his father, Edwin
Grant, son of Dennis & Mary

Ed Jr, Jerry Jesse & JoAnne - 1941
Great Grandchildren of Dennis and Mary
Edwin Dennis Haldeman, Jr. (right) is a good sport posing with his little brother, Jerry, circa 1935
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Haldeman, Dennis, (1832-1917) & Mary E. Haldeman (1834-1911) Lot 9 Dennis was the brother of Catharine E. Haldeman Westlake (discussed earlier). Dennis
and Catharine had 15 other siblings! Their father brought the
family here in 1855 from Pennsylvania, and settled on a farm in the
area. Dennis’ wife, Mary Elizabeth
Hoffman came to McHenry
County with her parents, Martin
and Hannah Hoffman, when she
was 2 years old in 1836. (See The
Hoffman Family previously discussed).
Dennis and Mary settled and
farmed a farm on Winn Road.
When their son, Edwin Grant married and took over the family farm, Dennis and Mary moved to Mitchell, SD
where their daughter Elizabeth and her
husband, Andrew Neish, owned and
operated a store. Prior to moving to
South Dakota, the Neishes operated a
store in Spring Grove. On June 18,
1884 the newspaper reported the
“Messrs Haldeman & Neish” were the
proprietors of the Palace Store, which
was nearly completed and the finest
building in town.
Haldeman farmhouse at 8904 Winn Road still stands

Edwin, who was born in 1866 in
Spring Grove, continued to farm in
Spring Grove for 26 years with his
wife, Annie Kate Rehorst, until 1923
when they moved to the Harvard area.
He died in Harvard, Il in 1951. They
had eight children, including a son also
named Edwin Dennis, who followed
the tradition and named his son Edwin
Dennis. Edwin Dennis, Jr. with his
wife, Mary Jane, had three boys, Kenneth, Lon & Steve. They are retired
and live in Harvard, Illinois.

Children of Edwin and Annie
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History of Spring Grove Cemetery
Spring Grove cemetery is a township cemetery and one of 6 cemeteries in
Spring Grove. Although there are no longer any burials here, Burton Township takes care of the mowing and maintenance. The first burial was in
1846. In the early 1870s, St. Mary’s Mission, an Episcopal Church, was
built in the lot adjacent to the cemetery. People assumed this was the
church’s cemetery, but that wasn’t true.
The first burial here was most likely Joseph Bliven who died in 1846 and
whom the town was named after for a short while. According to Elaine
Obenchain, who compiled and published several volumes on McHenry
County Cemeteries, no records remain to identify the burials which were
made here so there is no way of knowing if any of the stones have been
moved at some time in the past. The lot numbers she assigned were made in
accordance with the current location of the stone.

Layout of the Spring Grove Cemetery
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and Isabella farmed and raised cattle and hogs. In
1862, he purchased land in Burton Township and
moved to the farm in 1868, owning 495 acres. Tragedy struck in 1870 when four of Aaron & Isabella’s
children died within six weeks of each other from
diphtheria. Douglas was 13, Ida was 8, Amanda was
3, and son Albert never saw his first birthday.
This is a map of Burton
Township from 1872 when
Spring Grove was also
known as Blivin’s Mills.
In the lower left-hand corner, there is a small sketch
of a church underneath a
larger sketch of a church
in the downtown area.
This was St. Mary’s Mission which was adjacent to
the Spring Grove Cemetery. St. Mary’s closed
around 1883 for lack of
members. The church was
razed but the front doors to
the church were saved and
are now housed in Union
at the McHenry County
Historical Museum. Spring
Grove Cemetery is located
just to the east of the
church.

Other children were spared - Philip, who was 5 at
the time of the outbreak, remained a bachelor and
eventually farmed the family homestead. Philip followed in the footsteps of his father and grandfather,
going to the Klondike in search of gold, but returned
rich only in experience. His brother Mark, was 11 in
1870 and died in the old home in 1916. William was
born two years after the tragedy in 1872 and lived
into adulthood working for the railroad in Green Bay,
Wisconsin.

Edie & Ali Hoffman gravestone

There are other Hoffmans buried here although we are not sure of the relationships to Aaron & his family. Two sisters, Edie and Alie Hoffman, (children of unknown JA & RM) died within two days of each other, also in 1870. Into their
gravestone is carved a picture of two little children hugging each other.
According to plat maps of the 1800s, the Hoffmans had a family cemetery on their farm, which
was in the vicinity of Orchard Bluff, with the cemetery located just off Meyer Road. Sometime after
1908, the cemetery no longer showed up on the
maps. It was believed that sometime in the early
1900s, the graves were moved to this site.
In 2005, a new subdivision was slated to be built
in the area where the cemetery was located. The
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, who must be
notified before any land can be developed, decided
to perform an archeological dig to determine if the
remains of the Hoffman family were indeed removed with the headstones. They were able to locate the remains of two gravesites. Careful digging
IHPA worker at gravesite.
and screening unearthed the remains of old wooden
caskets and nails, but no human remains, confirming that the family members are
now laid to rest in this cemetery.
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of Wilmot Road. William was also Burton Township clerk. William died in
1892 and Mary joined her husbands in 1895 at the age of 87. Thomas Snowden
(also buried here) was the nephew of William Slater. He was only 38 when he
died.
Tweed, Robert (1818 -1892) & Fannie (1828-1892) Lot 11 Robert Tweed
was born in Ireland to farmer parents. As a young man he was a sailor. In 1841
he married Sarah Tweed who died soon after they emigrated to Grosse Isle,
Canada, leaving him in a strange land
with two little boys, Alexander and John.
In 1848 he came to Lake County where
he tried various vocations, fishing, sailing, farming and chopping wood. In
1853 he began peddling tinware and
notions. Also in 1853 he married his
From 1882 newspaper.
deceased wife’s cousin, Fanny. In 1858
he rented a room and opened a small store and five years later bought a storefront, opening a general store called R. Tweed & Son where you could get a
good pair of boots in 1879 for $2.50.
Fannie and Robert had two more children, Fannie and Robert. Young Fannie,
only two, died of scalding in 1856. This was not an uncommon occurrence in
those days as women boiled water to wash things, like clothes and even the
wood floors in their homes. Toddlers would sometimes fall into unsupervised
buckets of boiling water and die from the burns. In 1882 the Tweeds became
grandparents when Robert Jr., had a son named Ollie. When Ollie was one year
old, he gave his family quite a scare, coming down with Cholera Infantum, a
type of flu, but thankfully he recovered.
Robert, Sr. took over as postmaster from Catherine Rice in 1869. He held the
post for 17 years until 1886, 6 years before his death at age 73.
The Hoffman Family, Lot 5 & 7 Martin Hoffman was a pioneer who was one
of the first to arrive in Burton Township in 1836 from Pennsylvania with his
wife Hannah. In 1850 he caught gold fever and went off to California with his
son Aaron in search of riches. He died in New Orleans in 1852 at the age of 66
on his way home from “the great adventure” (see headstone). We’re not sure if
he was actually shipped home from New Orleans for burial here.
Aaron Hoffman was 12 when he came to Spring Grove with his family from
Pennsylvania In 1854 he married Isabella Cole. Aaron, as noted previously,
went to California with his father where they prospected for gold. He met with
some success and on his return, bought land in McHenry Township where he
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Charles G. Andrews, (1853-1916) & Emily Andrews, (1855-1929) Lot 2 In
1876, the local newspaper reported that Charles Andrews was going to leave
this country to go to the Black Hills (South Dakota wasn’t part of the union
yet) if “the fish don’t run soon”. The newspaper warned him to “be sure and
give one of those yelps and make the red skins clear out, so they won’t scalp
you and your friends”. Well, the fish must have started to run because five
years later the newspaper reported on an accident he had in 1881 while chopping wood, which put him on crutches for a while.
He was back to hauling and chopping wood in early spring 1883 to get ready
for the “season of sugar cane”. After the sap was collected from maple trees, it
was boiled outside in big pots over open fires to make maple sugar.
Charles was the son of George and
Miriam Andrews, early settlers who
had farmed at 8518 Winn Road.

George Andrews house then and now.

Charles’ daughter, Lydia, was
born in 1880, married John Waspi
around 1900, and they took over the Andrews homestead. The farm is still in
the Waspi family in 2009 with the original farmhouse still standing. Lydia and
John are buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery.
Joseph S. Bliven, (died 1846) & Rachel K. Bliven, (1793-1884) Lot 18 Joseph and Rachel came to Spring Grove from River Falls, MA. in 1841 with
their two daughters and son-in-law. They settled on a farm on the south side of
the Nippersink Creek. In 1842, they sold their farm and must have built a
house in town.
Their second daughter married John Mann. In 1843 Joseph and John built a
gristmill on the north side of the Nippersink with the help of other locals.
Farmers would bring wheat, barley, and corn to the mill to be ground into
flour. Joseph died in 1846 after only five years here and may have been the
first one buried in the Spring Grove Cemetery. Joseph was a veteran of the
War of 1812.
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In 1849, Rachel and her two sons-inlaw, John Mann and Joseph Rice, were
sued by a man name Charles H. Rupell of
Solon Mills on a charge of “Trespass on
the Flowage”. According to the lawsuit, a
dam they built in 1846 for the mill, tampered with the flowage of the Nippersink.
This raised the stream above it to an unusual height, causing backwater and hindering the free course of the stream to the
mills in Solon Mills. According to the
testimony at the trial, after the creation of
the dam, the productivity of the Solon
Mills mill dropped from 10 bushels of
grain ground per hour to not more than 5
bushels. Rupell claimed to be losing from
$500-600 per year.
The Spring Grove mill operated until
1868. After being vacant for a while the
mill got new proprietors in 1878. In 1882 the old mill house was turned into a
saloon by Nicholas Freund.
John E. Mann also built the first store in town and the first post office was
established in his store in 1847. At that
time it was discovered that there was
another Spring Grove somewhere in
IlIlinois, so the name of the town was
changed to Bliven’s Mills. The townspeople used both names in the ensuing
years and in 1883 the name was officially changed back to Spring Grove.
The Mann’s moved to Wisconsin in
1851 and so aren't buried here. Rachel
Bliven took over as Post Mistress when
Early Post office with Herb Peacock, Postmaster
they left. The Mann’s sold the lot they
owned next door to the cemetery to the
Presbyterian church for $50. Rachel lived until 1884 until the age of 76.
Joseph Rice, (1798-1856) & Catherine S. (Bliven) Rice, ( 1813-1906) Lot 1
Joseph and Catherine came to Spring Grove as a married couple from River
Falls, Massachusetts in 1841 with Catherine’s parents, Joseph & Rachel Bliven.
Catherine was 27 years old at the time. They built a house which was only the
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Watts, William, (1854-1921) & Nora Waterman (1879-1899) Lot 26
William’s parents, William
& Sarah, were born in England and came to America
in the 1850s. They eventually built a cabin off Benjamin Ave. and would give
cheese that they made to
the Potawatomi Indians
who were still in the area.
The family then bought
acreage off State Park Road
where they farmed. William stayed there for the
rest of his life and was one
of the first elected Village
Trustees in 1903.
William and Nora Waterman Watts with
He is buried here with his
children, Benjamin H. & Ruby
first wife, Nora, who died
at the young age of 29. She
was a member of The Nippersink Camp #458, Royal Neighbors of
America, which began as a social ladies auxiliary to the Modern Woodmen Camp. This group was a social organization with a constitution,
rituals, and articles of incorporation with the principle of “neighbor
helping neighbor”. They had five children, Benjamin, Ruby, Bernice,
Harold & George Dewey. Also buried here is Williams’ father, also
named William, and his mother, Sarah. William married Rosalie Small
after the death of his wife, Nora.

Ben Watts owned the old Town Pump Tavern in the 1930s and he &
his wife, Marie, started the Ben Watts Marina in Fox Lake in 1954, a
couple of years before he died. The marina is still in business and run by
third and fourth generation Watts.
Slater, William, (1816 -1892) & Margaret Blyth, (1808-1895), James
Thomson (1801 - 1864) Lot 30 Mary is buried here with her two husbands. She was born in Scotland and came to America in 1837. Her father was a hat merchant with Blyth & Leslies. Her first husband was
James Thomson who was very active in land sales, according to the
1885 History of McHenry County. He died in 1864. Eighteen years
later, she married William Slater. They had a farm on Main Street west
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Goodwick, Chris, (1871-1920) Lot 16 Chris is the second husband of Cora
Westlake, who was the oldest child of James and Catharine. Their two little
daughters, Ada Bell (1912) and Dorothy Maria (1914) who
lived only 2 days each, are buried here also. Cora is probably buried in Harvard with her third husband as Cora Ebert. Pictured here are
Cora’s two boys, Russell Goodwick and
Ralph Johnson (from Cora’s first marriage
to Charles Johnson). Both Cora and her
sister Ada were married and widowed
three times!
Chris & Cora
All of the Westlakes apparently remained in Illinois and
Wisconsin, with the exception of George and Earl, both of
whom finally settled in Southern California. George’s
granddaughter, (and James’ great-granddaughter) Gaynell
Chappell, lives in Henryville, PA and kindly provided us with all of the photos
and stories of her ancestors and other relatives.

third house in town. People traveling in the area often stopped at the Rice’s home to
warm up or to get a meal and maybe stay overnight. Soon the house got the name of
hotel and tavern and was in business from 1848-1868. In 1860 Catherine was appointed to Postmistress and held the post for 9 years. An 1870 census records Catherine as 56, living with her mother , Rachel, 75 and daughter, Ada, age 16. Her occupation states, “Keeps hotel”.
Herschell Rice, (1828-1831) Lot 1 Herschell was a son of Joseph and Catherine and
died in Fall River, Mass in 1831 at the age of 2 ½. He is not thought to be buried
here.
James K. Rice, (1847-1923) & Henry H. Rice, A5 (1851-1927) Lot 18 James and
Henry may have been the children of Catherine & Joseph. James joined the Civil
War as infantry for 100 days of service on June 16, 1864, being mustered out on
October 10, 1864. During the Civil War, some enlistments were for only 100 days
or three months of service. James was 18 years old when he enlisted, 5’ 9” tall and
living in Dundee, IL, but had Burton Township listed as his place of origin. Both
brothers lived to the age of 76.
Westlake, James Milton, (1848-1914) & Catharine Elizabeth (Haldeman),
(1850-1919) Lot 15 James Westlake of New Jersey and later, Elgin, married Catharine Haldeman of Wayne, IL in 1870. They had seven children - five boys and two
girls, all who lived to adulthood. They moved to Spring Grove in the spring of 1873.
James had learned the cheese making trade in
Elgin and
opened his first
creamery in
Spring Grove.
He expanded
the business
until he also
owned the
creameries at
Solon Mills,
Early and later photo of James Milton Westlake and CathaAntioch, &
rine Elizabeth Haldeman Westlake
Washington,
Illinois and one
in Wilmot, Wisconsin and Stacyville, Iowa.

The Westlake family visited the Spring Grove Cemetery on May 29, 1949
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James collected milk and made cheese in the
creamery building which still stands on Main Street
across from the elementary school. In 1876, when
he was 28 years old, the local paper reported
7

James was preparing to receive
milk. By 1882 he
was receiving 2025 hundred
pounds of milk
every day, making 16 different
types of cheese
and 2,000 pounds
of butter a week.
He eventually
sold his creamer- The Creamery building at _____Main Street still stands.
ies and retired
from the business altogether in 1896.
Their first home in Spring
Grove was modest and is believed to have been eventually
expanded to the home pictured
below. The house still stands
at 8103 Blivin St.

Catharine & James sit in the shade outside their home.
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Pictured here is the Spring Grove Cornet Band of which three Westlake boys
were members. In 1902 photographer Miss Alice Reading was “badly burned
about the hand and arm while taking a flash light picture of the band boys”. This
picture would meet that time frame!

Back row from left: Oliver Neish, Harvey Moss, Howard Westlake, Frank Sayles,
Paul Neish, John Westlake & Herb Peacock
Front row from left: Bernard Neish, Duainee Bell, Earl Westlake, Lynn Neish and
Glen Neish

The Westlake family of Spring Grove
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