
 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
VILLAGE OF SPRING GROVE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

AUGUST 25, 2020 

 
 
Council Chambers, Spring Grove, Illinois August 25, 2020; a meeting of the Finance Committee was 
held this date at 6:00 p.m., at the Municipal Centre, 7401 Meyer Road; Chairperson Eisenberg 

presiding. 
 
Call to Order. The following members were present: Chairperson Mark Eisenberg; Members Mike 
Lee, Jeff Letzter, Pat Mazzanti, Bob McMahon, Kelly Popelka and Lloyd Simonson – 7. Also present 

for the village were Sandi Rusher, Village Clerk; Judy Olson, Treasurer; Bob Walczak, Building & 
Zoning Officer; Mike Ringler, Public Works Supervisor; and Laura Frumet, Deputy Clerk. 

 

New Business. 
Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Olson stated on-site flu shots will be available for all employees 
and spouses on September 9 at the Municipal Centre and Fire District Building. 
 
Review and recommendation of FYE 2020 General Fund and Police Pension Fund Audit.  
Cheryden Juergensen, partner with Eder, Casella & Co, highlighted the financial statements of the 
audit. No major concerns were found after testing all account balances. They focused a lot of 
attention on internal controls and found the village’s policies and procedures to be properly 
designed.  At fiscal year end, the fund balance for the General Fund was $2,830,881. There are 
four months of cash reserves and eleven months of reserves with investments.  

 
Chairperson Eisenberg noted that there were some accounting changes for revenues that were 
received this year that had to be transferred to last fiscal year. This resulted in a $90,000 negative 
net-change in the General Fund balance, but on a cash basis, the fund broke even.   
 
Member Mazzanti moved, seconded by Member Letzter to recommend approval of the FYE 2020 
General Fund and Police Pension Fund Audit.  Ayes: Eisenberg, Lee, Letzter, Mazzanti, 
McMahon, Popelka and Simonson – 7.  Nays: None. Motion carried.  
 
Review of RFP submittals for Residential Solid Waste, Recycling, Landscape and 
Electronic Waste. Member Lee and Village Clerk Rusher reviewed the two proposals that were 
received from Groot Industries and Flood Brothers. They recommended the Village remain with 

Groot Industries and keep the same level of services the village now receives, which was Base Bid 
2. Over the length of the 5 plus year contract, the average household would save approximately 
$36/year. The recommendation also considers the lack of disruption to residents.  
 
As part of the RFP, proposals were sought for Base Bid 1 with unlimited refuse, recycling, and 
electronic recycling collection along with a yard waste (8 bags/week) fee added into the monthly fee 
instead of requiring residents to purchase stickers or a yearly subscription. This added approximately 
$1 to the monthly rate, but Member Lee and Clerk Rusher felt since only 5% of residents purchase  
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the annual subscription, it would be better to keep the rates lower and still require the purchase of 
stickers or subscription. 
 
Some members felt more residents would recycle yard waste if it was built into the monthly fee 
rather than having to purchase stickers or a yearly subscription. 
 
Proposals were also requested for street sweeping. Flood Brothers owns their own street sweeper so 
they provided a bid of $1,125.00 (each time) to sweep 55 miles of village roads. Flood Brothers 
also would provide three portable toilets and two handwashing stations per year for each Village 
event at no charge. Since Groot does not offer these services, they would donate $2,500 annually 
to help defray the village’s costs for these two services. Public Works Supervisor Ringler said the 
last quote he requested for street sweeping approximately 60 miles of road was $13,000 for two 
sweepings. White good pickup fees and extra bulk item fees were also less with Flood Brothers. 
 
Michael Flood with Flood Brothers was in attendance and gave information on the background of 
his company and how they priced some services. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the need for twice a year street sweeping and the savings to the village 
not to have to contract it out or maintain an in-house street sweeper.  
 
Chairperson Eisenberg stated while Groot has a good rapport with residents and staff for many 
years, Flood Brothers had good references and seems to be a reputable company.  
 
Member Mazzanti moved, seconded by Member Letzter to recommend approval of Base Bid 1, 
Other Services, and Additional Service A- Street Sweeping awarded to Flood Brothers.  Ayes: 
Eisenberg, Letzter, Mazzanti, McMahon, Popelka and Simonson - 6. Nays: Lee - 1. Motion 
carried.  
 

Discuss sewer loans and treatment plant repairs. Member Mazzanti said the SSA for the sewer 
loan bond is expiring in July 2022. Once the loan is paid in full, the SSA ends and the revenue 
stream from the property tax ends.  The plant continues to need repairs or replacement at some 
point. A new SSA would have to be put into place or the current one extended by adopting a new 
ordinance. Either that, or the user fee would have to be increased and the village’s user fee is already 
in the mid-high to high range. The existing bond was for two million dollars, but if the new bond 

were for half that, the user’s new payments would also be half. The Committee was in favor of 
asking businessowners to approve a new bond before it expires. Attorney Puma will be asked to 
prepare the paperwork for the September 15 Board Meeting.  
 
Review and recommendation of the expansion of water system connections. Member Lee 
informed the Committee a new business development that needs water hook-up is interested in 
purchasing the property at Finch Street and Route 12. This would give the village an opportunity 
to expand water hook-up to include all businesses and residences on the north side of Route 12 
between Winn Road and Finch Street and Route 12 and Highview, adding thirteen businesses and  
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five residences to the water system. It would also bring these businesses into compliance with the 
existing ordinance, complete a redundant loop, provide additional marketability to existing 
businesses and potentially new business opportunities, and create new concession sales tax and 
motor fuel tax revenue.  
 
If needed, he proposed a concession sales tax rebate program for the developer of the Route 
12/Finch St. project which would be part of the Highview water expansion. The village would have 
to invest about $200,000 to be taken out of reserves. All eligible businesses would be forced to 
hook-up by mid-2022, giving them and the village enough time to plan. Incentives could be given 
for early hook-ups.  
 
The proposal was viewed favorably by the Committee and Member Lee was directed to start working 
with HR Green and Executive Assistant Sanders. 
 
Discuss Buyback of Public Works employees vacation hours. Member Mazzanti said most 
Public Works employees have around three weeks of vacation hours to use each year and they would 
rather work some of those hours and have the village buy-back some hours. It would be mandatory 
that one-week of vacation be taken all at once and the village would buy back up to 50% of vacation 
time not used within an employee’s anniversary date. This may have to be a village-wide policy. It 
was the consensus of the Committee that a buy-back policy for vacation hours be created for 
approval. 
 
Motion recommending the approval of the August 2020 Bills Payable. Member Lee moved, 
seconded by Member Letzter to recommend approval of the bills payable as presented. Roll call 
vote: Ayes: Eisenberg, Lee, Letzter, Mazzanti, McMahon, Popelka and Simonson – 7. Nays: 
None. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment. None. 

 
Other Business. Supervisor Ringler discussed two quotes for a new brush chipper. He found that 
the Morbark Product was highly recommended and feels it would be the best option for the village. 
It is almost completely mechanical so repairs will be more cost effective and be able to be done in-
house and has a life cycle of about 20 years. Additionally, the dealer will lend the village a loaner 
until the new one arrives, saving money on renting a chipper. The cost is $53,273.40 and will be 

offset by the sale price of about $6,000 - $8,000 for the current chipper. It was the consensus of 
the Committee to recommend approval of the Morbark Eeger Beever 1821. 
 
There being no further business, Member Mazzanti moved, seconded by Member Simonson to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:30 p.m. On voice vote, the motion carried. 
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Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

      
Laura Frumet, Deputy Clerk 


