
MEETING MINUTES OF THE 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMISSION 

OF THE VILLAGE OF SPRING GROVE 
MARCH 15, 2021 

 
Council Chambers, Spring Grove, Illinois, March 15, 2021; a meeting of the Architectural Review 
Commission was held this date at 6:00 p.m., at the Municipal Centre, 7401 Meyer Road, Chairperson 
Letzter presiding. 
 
Call to Order. The following Commissioners were present:  Chairperson Jeff Letzter; Commissioners Mike 
Bukolt, Bryan Heinrichs, Kelly Popelka, and Mike Starsiak - 5.  Attending electronically was Commissioner 
Katie Fitzgerald - 1. Absent: Commissioner Carolynn Gaylord - 1. Also present for the Village were Bob 
Walczak, Building & Zoning Officer, and Laura Frumet, Deputy Clerk.  
 
Due to the Governor’s Executive Order during the COVID-19 pandemic, commissioners were permitted to 
electronically call in. 
 
Approval of November 16, 2020 Meeting Minutes.  Commissioner Bukolt moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Starsiak to approve the November 16, 2020 meeting minutes. Roll call vote: Ayes: Bukolt, 
Fitzgerald, Heinrichs, Letzter, Popelka and Starsiak – 6. Nays: None. Motion carried. 
 
New Business.    
Review a proposed variance for side elevation roof-mounted solar panels at 1411 Huron Drive. 
David Saffrin, sales representative with Sunrun, and homeowner, Lindsay Loehner were in attendance. 
Contiguous neighbors were notified via certified mail regarding the variance and the village was not contacted 
with any questions or concerns. 
 
The original solar panel placement design had panels on the front, rear and side roof elevations in 
nonuniform arrangements. After review and consultation with staff, the panels were redesigned in uniform 
patterns, the front panels removed, a PVC roof vent was moved on the back elevation to allow for six 
additional panels, and the side elevation panels remained the same. 
 
Mr. Saffrin said the front elevation panels were removed as he thought they were not allowed even with a 
variance. It was explained that front elevation panels were prohibited unless a variance was granted through 
the ARC review process, but it was too late to change the design and get an approval at this meeting. After 
consideration, the homeowner decided to move forward with the submitted plan. 
 
It was questioned if some of the side elevation panels could be moved to the back roof to reduce the number 
of panels on the side. Because of the way the back roof is designed, only a few panels could be moved, which 
would necessitate more electrical runs in the attic and would not reduce the side elevation panel number 
much. The side elevation roof panels will have limited visibility as there are trees between this home and the 
neighbors. 
 
There were two designs showing the placement of the inverter and disconnect box and the conduit running 
to them from the soffit. They were instructed to use a plan that screens the components and conduit by 
locating the conduit next to a chimney or downspout. It was also reiterated that all other electrical must be 
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located in the interior of the roof. The panels and mounting materials will be black and low profile. All other 
codes will be followed. 
 
Motion of Recommendation to the Village Board. Commissioner Starsiak moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Bukolt, to recommend approval of a variance for the side elevation roof solar panels as 
submitted. Roll call vote: Ayes: Bukolt, Fitzgerald, Gaylord, Heinrichs, Letzter, Popelka and Starsiak – 6. 
Nays: None. Motion carried.  
 
Review of LifeSpring Community Church plans for 1154 Route 173. Tom Hinks, representing 
LifeSpring Community Church and Karen Kristianson, with Newman Architecture were in attendance. 
 
Chairperson Letzter noted that although there are signs, including the cross, on the building plans, they 
were not being reviewed or approved at tonight’s meeting but will be reviewed at a later date. Ms. Kristianson 
gave an overview of phase 1 & 2 of the site plan of LifeSpring Community church, which includes the church 
and playground, noting that the detention basin will be an important feature of the site. 
 
She reviewed the exterior elevations and broad view renderings. The church is a multi-phase project as an 
addition will later be added on to the north elevation.  
 
The exterior will be a mixture of patterns of painted precast concrete panels in the color Accessible Beige 
with an accent color of Latte, 4” limestone veneer in grays and tans, metal storefront and window frames in 
color Anodized Silver, metal wall panels in Weathered Zinc, and E.I.F.S. in the south and north gable ends 
in a Cote texture in the color of White II. Limestone coping will be the color Sandstone and fascia will be 
Slate Gray. The gable roof will be sloped and have 40-year residential Owens Corning Durations Design in 
the color of Sand Dune. All windows will have a light glazing. The precast trash enclosure is in a permanent 
location by the future maintenance building north of the church. The building will have a natural color 
palette throughout, which will also be used in future buildings.  
 
Upon questioning, Mr. Hinks said the addition will be built when attendance levels increase, possibly in the 
next five years. There is parking to the southeast and northeast of the building and although pedestrians will 
have to walk past and around the building from the main parking to get to the front entrance, once the 
addition is built the entrance will face east and be the center of the building. 
 
Three different light fixtures were chosen for the exterior. Cypher FX1 is a triangle wedge fixture in accent 
scale with the light facing down for over the doors, Cypher FX2 is a little larger triangular wedge with a 
pedestrian scale mounted on the walls, and FX3 are 24” tall decorative rectangles with opal acrylic lenses 
that glow to be mounted on the stone columns at the corners of the building. All will provide light and 
illumination for the building with 3500 Kelvin temperature. 
 
There was concern that the south elevation, which faces Route 173, seemed to have the least amount of 
planning and design put into it. This would be the most visible elevation to all driving on Route 173. A 
previous version had stone wainscoting that was removed along with a door on the east side. There is vertical 
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stone veneer from the ground to the roof on each end, but the center area is one-color painted precast panels, 
which one Commissioner felt gave it a warehouse look.   
 
While Mr. Hinks felt the elevation had a clean look and there will be plantings along the foundation, the 
Commissioners wanted to see another paint color and stone added somehow for a continuation of the 
concepts on the other elevations. They felt as if the center wall was being used as a backdrop to the large sign 
they are proposing which has not been reviewed. 
 
Tom Bland of 10916 East Riviera asked if the exterior materials met the code requirements or if the building 
would require another variance.  
 
Karrie Bland of 10916 East Riviera was concerned with there only being one exit on the south elevation. 
 
Chairperson Letzter said the limestone masonry, concrete panels and siding elements comply with the 
required materials outlined in the building code. The color schemes are natural, welcoming, and warm. 
Although plantings would help soften the south elevation, he also felt another color element and more 
masonry would help to tie it into the other elevations. He would also like to see another element higher up 
on the wall and possibly reintroduce the stone wainscoting.  
 
The meeting was tabled so a new design can be reviewed for the south elevation, along with the possible 
review of the signage at the same meeting. 
 
Review changes to Chapter 14, Buildings, Appendix E – Outside Lighting, Single Family 
Residential ARC Requirements, of the Municipal Code. The Commissioners reviewed the changes 
regarding direction of light sources, illumination requirement to remain inside property lines and limiting 
Kelvin color temperatures to 4000K or lower. Wording was also changed as to the placement of driveway 
post fixtures and the recommendation that they be illuminated from sundown to sunrise.  
 
Motion of Recommendation to the Village Board. Commissioner Popelka moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Fitzgerald, to recommend approval changes to Chapter 14 Buildings, Appendix E, Outside 
Lighting as submitted. Roll call vote: Ayes: Bukolt, Fitzgerald, Gaylord, Heinrichs, Letzter, Popelka and 
Starsiak – 6. Nays: None. Motion carried.  
 
Review changes to Chapter 12, Sign Control Ordinance, of the Municipal Code. The Commissioners 
reviewed changes to the sign control ordinance which were made by staff to fix some errors, clarify some 
definitions and make temporary signs sizes consistent in the code.  
 
Motion of Recommendation to the Village Board. Commissioner Popelka moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Fitzgerald, to recommend approval changes to Chapter 12, Sign Control Ordinance, of the 
Municipal Code as submitted. Roll call vote: Ayes: Bukolt, Fitzgerald, Gaylord, Heinrichs, Letzter, Popelka 
and Starsiak – 6. Nays: None. Motion carried.  
 
Public Comment. There was no one in attendance.  
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Other Business. The next meeting will try to be scheduled for April 19 as there is no meeting scheduled 
on April 5, due to the Consolidated Election to be held in the room on April 6. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      
Laura Frumet, Deputy Clerk 


