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1201 Statement of Purpose   
 
This Chapter creates a legal framework for signage regulations. These regulations are intended to 
facilitate an effective means of communication between individuals and their visual surroundings 
while providing a means of identification of the use of a premises, the nature of the business or 
activity conducted upon the premise and, if necessary, instructions to the public for the safe and 
convenient entry onto, exit from, and transit within a given site. 
 
This Chapter recognizes the need to protect the safety and welfare of the public; the need to 
maintain the attractive appearance and unique character of the Village; and the need to provide 
adequate and effective identification and communication. All signs are reviewed individually but 
are approved as part of a whole streetscape theme of a particular area. This Chapter emphasizes 
that the latter objective, adequate and effective identification and communication, may best be 
achieved through the use of legible signage which is aesthetically pleasing and which is in keeping 
with the over-all character of the area in which the sign is located. It also recognizes that the 
legibility of a sign is directly related to the sign's graphics; the circumstances under which it is 
viewed; and the limits of human vision and comprehension. 
 
The major objectives of this Chapter are: 
 

1. To provide signage which is well conceived and executed and, therefore, which serves the 
common purposes of identification and preservation of the community image. 

2. To provide for pedestrian and traffic safety through the control of sign design, 
illumination, location, construction, installation and maintenance. 

3. To reduce sign clutter by controlling the number, size, location and illumination of 
signage and to avoid competition among and between signs. 

4. To preserve the character of this community in order to protect and improve property 
values and to provide for a strong future economic base. 

5. To promote signage which is compatible with its surroundings as well as the general 
character of the respective area and/or district in which that signage is located. 

 
1202 Definitions    (Revised Ord. 2009-05) 
 
Abandoned Sign. A sign which is located upon a property or premise which becomes vacant or 
unoccupied for a period of 30 days or more, a sign which pertains to a time, event or purpose 
which no longer applies, or a sign located upon a property or premise in which normal day-to-day 
business has not been conducted for a period of 30 days or more.  
 
Advertising. Any information which identifies, describes or promotes a product or service, except 
that the name of an activity and a generic description of the activity are not considered to be 
"advertising" for the purposes of this Chapter. 
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ARC. Architectural Review Commission. 
 
Awning. A roof-like covering of canvas, or the like, often adjustable, located over a window, door, 
etc., to provide protection against the sun, rain and wind. 
 
Awning Sign. A type of sign which is painted on or attached directly to an awning. 
 
Banner. A sign made of cloth, plastic, canvas or a similar material and which conveys a message. 
 
Box Sign. A type of wall sign which utilizes a flat background material with a raised border and 
which is applied to the face of a building. 
 
Canopy. A structure, other than an awning, made of metal or other similar material with frames 
attached to a building and carried by a frame supported by the ground or resting upon a sidewalk. 
 
Canopy Sign. A sign which is painted on or attached directly to a canopy. 
 
Changeable Copy Sign. A sign whereon provision is made for letters or characters to be placed 
manually upon the surface area to provide a changeable message or picture. The term changeable 
copy sign shall mean a changeable copy portion of a sign subordinate in surface area and position 
to the principal surface area and characteristics of the sign.  
 
Construction Sign. A sign which identifies the parties involved in construction activities. 
 
Coping. A protective cap, top or cover of a wall or parapet. 
 
Decorations. Ornaments or trimmings displayed in connection with a seasonal holiday or a local 
festivity or event. 
 
Dimensional Sign. A type of wall sign which consists of three-dimensional letter forms which are 
applied directly to a building. 
 
Directional Sign. A wall, ground or window sign which exists for the sole purpose of identifying 
and directing vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic to essential service areas, e.g. loading docks, 
service entrances, offices, etc. 
 
Directory Sign. A ground sign which is used to identify the name and occupants of a shopping 
center or of a building or subdivision in a business or manufacturing zoning district. 
 
Electronic Message Center. Any sign which uses changing lights to form a sign message or 
messages, or symbols or characters in motion or animation, wherein the sequence of messages, 
characters and symbols and the rate of change is electronically, electrically, or automatically 
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programmed and may be modified by electronic, electric or automatic processes.  
 
Establishment. Any structure with substantial walls and a roof affixed to the land entirely 
separated on all sides from any other structure by space or by a wall in which there are no 
communicating doors or window openings. 
 
Eave. The lower edge of a sloped roof which often projects beyond or overhangs the wall. 
 
Event Sign. A sign used to announce a fund-raising drive or other fund-raising event of a civic, 
philanthropic, educational or religious organization. 
 
Exposed Bare Bulbs. A type of lighting where the bulb and base portions of an incandescent or 
other lamp are visible. 
 
Flashing Sign. Any illuminated sign on or in which such illumination is not kept stationary or 
constant in intensity and color at all times, and shall include blinking, strobing, flashing, 
animated, scintillating, alternating, fading-in-and-out and other similar operations of lights or 
light sources. 
 
Frontage. The length of a lot line or a building site along a street or other public way. 
 
Governmental Traffic Control or Directional Sign. A sign which is used by a governmental 
agency for the purpose of public instruction, street or highway designation, traffic control or 
similar uses necessary for the public safety. 
 
Grade. The surface elevation or level of a street, sidewalk or ground. 
 
Ground Sign. A sign which is erected on a foundation and not attached to any building. 
 
Height of Sign. The vertical distance from grade to the highest point of a sign. 
 
Household or Garage Sale Sign. A sign which announces the undertaking of a permitted 
household or garage sale. 
 
Identification Sign. A sign which identifies the occupant and address of a residential dwelling 
unit. 
 
Illegally Non-Conforming. An unlawful sign which had been constructed or installed prior to the 
effective day of this ordinance. 
 
Indirect Illumination. A light source which is not directly seen. 
 
Institution. A building housing an organization having a social, educational or religious purpose,  
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such as a school, church, hospital, reformatory, etc. 
 
Intermittent Lighting. A type of flashing lighting in which the period of change in the 
illumination is of sufficient duration to permit a distinct message to be conveyed during each 
cycle. 
 
Internal Illumination. Illumination of a sign which is affected by a source of light which is 
contained within the sign itself. 
 
Items of Information. A word, abbreviation, phone number, street address number, trademark, 
symbol or geometric shape which is used to identify an establishment.  
 
Land Use Regulatory Sign. A sign used to regulate the use of property. 
 
Legally Non-Conforming Sign. A sign which does not comply with some or all of the regulations 
contained in this Chapter, but which had been lawfully installed as of the effective date of this 
Chapter. 
 
Limiting Architectural Feature. A significant architectural element of a building or structure 
which, by its existence, reduces the area of the building or structure face which is suitable for 
signage. 
 
Logo. A symbol or configuration used to identify an establishment. (A slogan, phrase, motto, or 
other combination of words shall not be considered to be a logo.) 
 
Mansard. A roof-like sloping surface which is applied to or above the face of a building. 
 
Marquee. Any hood or similar structure of a building which projects from the wall of a building 
and is not supported by the ground or sidewalk. 
 
Marquee Sign. A sign which is painted on or directly attached to a marquee. 
 
Moveable Sign. A ground sign which is not permanently installed. 
 
Multi-Family. A residential use which consists of a building or buildings which individually 
contain 2 or more dwelling units. 
 
Neon Tube Sign. A sign which is illuminated by a light source which consists of a neon or other 
gas-filled tube which is bent to form letters, symbols, or other shapes. 
 
Non-Conforming Sign. A sign which does not comply with 1 or more of the regulations 
established in this Chapter. 
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Not-For-Profit. A corporation organized under the Not-For-Profit Corporation Act of the State 
of Illinois or a similar act of another state. 
 
Number Identification Sign. A sign which identifies the street address of a multi-family, 
business, manufacturing or institutional building. 
 
Off-Premise Sign. A sign which identifies goods, services, or facilities which are not available on 
the premises where the sign is located. 
 
Open-For-Business Sign. A sign which announces the opening of an establishment. 
 
Outdoor Display. Any merchandise, product, tools, equipment, vehicles or any such object 
outside of an industrial or business establishment which is used to advertise products. 
 
Parapet. That part of a wall which is entirely above the roof. 
 
Pennants. Small triangularly or otherwise-shaped flags which are connected by flexible wire or 
string. 
 
Pole Sign. Any free-standing sign supported by 1 or more poles extending from the ground or 
from an object on the ground. 
 
Political Campaign Sign. A sign which announces a candidate as seeking public political office 
and/or which conveys political issues and other data pertinent there to. 
 
Portable Sign. A sign or display which is not permanently attached to a building or anchored to 
the ground; a sign or display which is designed to be moved from place to place.  
 
Pre-Construction Signs. An on-premise sign upon a parcel of land which identifies the name of 
an establishment which will be locating in a business, manufacturing or office/research zoning 
district.  
 
Premise. A lot or parcel and the buildings, structures and/or establishments which are located on 
that lot or parcel. 
 
Promotional Sign. A temporary sign such as banners, yard signs, and posters which announce a 
special promotional activity of an establishment located in a business zoning district. (Revised 
Ord. 2021-05) 
 
Property Line. The lot line, as defined in the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Public Entrance. An entrance to an establishment which is provided primarily for use by the 
patrons or customers of the establishment and not for delivery purposes. 
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Projecting Sign. A sign, normally double-faced, which is attached to and projects from a 
structure or building. 
 
Public Utility Directional Sign. A sign utilized by a public utility for the purpose of warning or 
directing pedestrians or vehicular traffic. 
 
Real Estate Development Sign. A sign used to identify the sale, lease or rental of lots or units 
within a residential, commercial or industrial development. 
 
Real Estate Sign. A sign which identifies a parcel or building as being available for sale, rent or 
lease. 
 
Roof Line. Either the ridge of the roof or the top of the parapet, whichever forms the top line of a 
building silhouette. Where a building has several roof levels, the roofline or parapet shall be the 
one belonging to the portion of the building on which wall the sign is located. 
 
Set Back. The distance between the property line and any portion of a building or sign. 
 
Shopping Center. A group of four or more stores sharing a common off-street plaza or parking 
area into which such stores are oriented. 
 
Sign. Any object, device, or structure, or part thereof, located inside or outside an establishment, 
which is used to advertise, identify, direct, or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means including words, letters, 
designs, symbol fixtures, colors, motion, illumination or project images. The term sign includes, 
but is not limited to, projecting, ground, wall, window, awning, canopy, marquee and changeable 
copy signs, marquee signs, illuminated signs, flashing and animated signs, temporary signs, 
portable signs, pennants, banners, streamers, search lights or any other attention-getting device or 
display either affixed to or separate from a building or structure. 
 
Sign Face. The surface upon, against or through which the sign copy is displayed or illustrated, 
not including structural supports, architectural features of a building or sign structure, 
nonstructural or decorative trim, or any areas that are separated from the background surface 
upon which the sign copy is displayed by a distinct delineation, such as a reveal or border. In the 
case of a panel or cabinet type sign, the sign face shall include the entire area of the sign panel or 
cabinet upon which the sign copy is displayed or illustrated, but not open space between separate 
panels or cabinets. In the case of sign structures with routed areas of sign copy, the sign face shall 
include the entire area of the surface that is routed, except where interrupted by a reveal or 
border. In the case of individual letters or graphic elements affixed to a building or structure, the 
sign face shall comprise the sum of the geometric figures or combination of regular geometric 
figures drawn closest to the edge of the letters of separate graphic elements comprising the sign 
copy, but not the open space between separate groupings of sign copy on the same building or 
structure. 
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Sign Message. The information on a sign composed of words, symbols, geometric shapes, pictures 
or logos which communicates information to the general public. 
 
Signable Area. The area of a face of a building which is available for signage, as regulated within 
this Chapter. 
 
Streamers. Long strips of paper or other material. 
 
Subdivision. A tract of land which is legally divided into residential, commercial or industrial lots. 
 
Surface Area. The entire area within a single continuous parameter which encloses the extreme 
limits of the lettering, representations, emblems, or other figures, together with any material or 
color, which form an integral part of a display or are used to differentiate a sign from the 
background against which it is placed. Structural members bearing no sign copy shall not be 
included. Only one side of a freestanding or projecting double-faced sign shall be included in 
calculating surface area. 
 
Temporary Signs. A sign, banner or advertising display constructed with or without frames or 
braces. 
 
Time and Temperature Device. A sign whereon the time and/or temperature is indicated, 
utilizing intermittent lighting, with a frequency of change not greater than once per 3 seconds. 
The use of this type of device for advertising or for conveying information other than time and 
temperature is prohibited. 
 
Tube Illumination. A neon or other gas-filled tube of glass or similar material which is formed 
into a message and, itself, is the source of its illumination. 
 
Unlawful Sign. A sign which was installed in violation of the Village's regulations in effect at the 
time of its installation. 
 
Wall Sign. A sign which is attached to, erected against or painted on a wall of a building or 
structure with the exposed face of the sign approximately parallel to the wall of the building. 
 
Window Sign. A sign installed inside or painted directly onto a window or the glass surface of a 
door for the purpose of conveying information to the public outside the premises. 
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1203 Permanent Signs      (Revised Ord. 2014-14) 
 
All permanent sign requests shall require an application to be submitted for review by the 
Architectural Review Commission (ARC) Chairperson and the Building and Zoning Officer for 
consideration for approval. If the sign plan complies with the requirements of this Ordinance, 
then a permit shall be issued for the permanent sign. If the sign plan does not comply with the 
requirements of this Ordinance or the plans show variances or departures from the requirements 
of this Ordinance, then the application shall be referred to the full Architectural Review 
Commission, in which case a meeting date would be set. ARC shall then review the application 
and recommend approval or denial to the Village Board. Thereafter, the Village Board shall 
consider the decision of ARC and either approve or deny the application in its sole discretion. 
The determination of the Village Board shall be final. 
 
The following types of permanent signs may be erected provided the ARC Chairperson and the 
Building and Zoning Officer or ARC and Village Board approve the sign and a permit is issued. 
All such signs shall comply with the requirements established herein and shall meet the general 
intent and purpose of this Ordinance.  
 
1203.1 Wall Signs. One wall sign may be displayed by each establishment on each side of 

a building which is located in a business, industrial or office research zoning 
district and which contains a public entrance to an establishment. 

 
One wall sign may be displayed on each building side that does not contain a 
public entrance if it fronts upon a public street. The signable area for the side of a 
building not having a public entrance but which fronts a public street shall be 
calculated using Exhibit 2. The maximum sq. footage of the sign shall be 
calculated using Table 1, but shall not exceed 50 sq. ft.  

 
A wall sign exists parallel to and becomes part of a building facade. A wall sign 
may be either a box sign or a dimensional sign. It is important that the size as well 
as the design of the sign be compatible with the scale and architectural character of 
the building. Insuring that this objective is met, the signable area of a building is 
hereby established as follows: 

 
A. Signable Area. The signable area, as defined by this Chapter, is any 

continuous portion of a building which is unbroken by doors, windows or 
other architectural details subject to the following height limitations: 

1. On a one-story structure, the signable area shall not extend above 
the eave, parapet, mansard, coping or other limiting architectural 
feature of the building, or a height of 16 ft., whichever is lower; 

2. On a 2 or more story structure, the signable area shall not extend 
above the lower sill of any second story window or other limiting 
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architectural feature, or a height of 16 ft., whichever is lower. 

3.  For multi-tenant buildings, signs for each occupancy or building 
shall be composed of individual letters and logos in the main body. 
Signs shall not project perpendicularly from the building, and shall 
not project above the roofline. The total sign area shall be limited 
to one square foot for each lineal foot of unit frontage. The 
following also applies to multi-tenant buildings: 

a. Signs shall be in accordance with the Uniform Sign Plan 
for multi-tenant buildings found in Exhibit 7; 

b. All lettering shall fit within a common sized space; 

c. A single common color shall be designated for individual 
signs; 

d. All signs shall share the same color background and 
consistent size;  

e. The background or raceway shall be the same as the 
building color; and 

f. Nationally recognized logos will receive special 
consideration. (Revised Ord. 2015-17) 

As illustrated in Exhibit 1, a rectangle is drawn around each signable area 
and the area of this rectangle is then calculated. The maximum sign 
coverage within the designated signable area is referenced in Table 1. As 
noted in Table 1, the maximum area of a wall sign is dependent upon the 
square footage of the signable area and the setback of the building or 
structure from the property line. 

B. Location. A permanent wall sign shall be located within the signable area, 
as established above, except that the maximum height of a permanent wall 
sign may extend above the signable area if the minimum setback of the 
building on which the sign is located is at least 25 ft. In those cases where 
the minimum setback of the building on which the sign is located is at 
least 25 ft., the maximum height of a permanent wall sign shall comply 
with the regulations establish in Table 1. In no case, however, shall a 
permanent wall sign extend above the eave, parapet, mansard, coping or 
other limiting architectural feature of the building. (The height of a 
permanent wall sign shall be measured from grade of the building on which 
the sign is located at a point directly below the center of each signable area 
as illustrated in Exhibit 1.) 

 
By way of illustration, in Exhibit 2, the options in the permitted height 
and size of a wall sign based on the setback of the signable area are shown. 
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1203.2 Ground Signs. One permanent ground sign shall be permitted for each building 

which is located in a business, industrial or office research district and which 
occupies a lot or parcel with a minimum frontage of 50 ft. on a public street or 
highway.  

 
The permanent ground sign shall be located on that part of the lot or parcel which 
contains the primary public entrance to the building which fronts upon a public 
street with ingress and egress to the lot or parcel. Permanent ground signs shall 
only advertise the businesses occupying the premises upon which the sign is 
erected. See Exhibits 4 & 5 for examples of ground signs. (Revised Ord. 2011-01) 

A. Sign Material. Permanent ground signs shall be constructed to match the 
primary building façade, as to material and color and shall blend in with 
the landscaping. Permanent ground signs shall be constructed of natural 
material such as stone, cedar, brick, and the like, with natural and subtle 
colors which match the façade of the building located on the property. 
(Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

B. Area and Height Requirements. The maximum surface area of the sign 
face shall be in accordance with Exhibit 6, with a limit of 2 faces or sides 
back to back, with an overall maximum structure size in accordance with 
Exhibit 6 including columns and/or base. The bottom of the sign face shall 
be a minimum of 12” from ground level. If the sign is on columns with no 
base, the overall size of the structure shall include the air space between the 
columns in the overall maximum structure size calculation. The maximum 
overall height of the sign shall be 6 ft. above the finished grade at the base 
of the sign. (Revised Ord. 2021-05)  

 C. Set-back Requirements.  (Revised Ord. 2007-25) 

1. Ground mounted signs shall not be erected within 10 ft. of the 
street right-of-way and/or lot line and easement. 

2. A ground sign shall have a minimum distance from the building 
equivalent to one and one-half times the height of the sign. 

3. There shall be a minimum distance of 40 ft. between ground signs. 

4. A ground sign shall be located not less than 5 ft. from the side lot 
line and not less than 40 ft. from the midpoint of any adjoining lot 
frontage. 

5. If on a corner, a sign shall be placed at a 45-degree angle if 
orientated to face the corner, or may be placed at a 90-degree angle 
to the main thoroughfare.  
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6.  The Route 12 road right-of-way is 50 ft. from the centerline of 
road. 

7.  The Route 173 road right-of-way is 102.5 ft. from the centerline 
of road. 

D. Sign Message. All permanent ground signs shall contain one and only one 
designation per sign, and the one designation shall state either of the 
following: (Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

1. Corporate or business name and logo; or 

2. Building name. 

E. Landscaping. The area around all ground signs shall be landscaped with 
seasonal colors. Annuals and perennials are preferred along with evergreen 
or deciduous shrubs as provided in the Village code.  
 

1203.3  Other Ground Sign Regulations   (Revised Ord. 2009-05) 
  
A. Directory Signs. A directory sign may be utilized in a business, industrial 

or office/research zoning district only to identify the official name of a 
shopping center, building or subdivision and to provide a directory of the 
occupants thereof when the shopping center, building or subdivision is 
comprised of more than one establishment and is located on one or more 
lots or parcels.  

1. Area. The portion of the sign used to identify the individual 
occupants of the shopping center, building or subdivision shall be 
smaller than the portion of the sign used to identify the official 
name of the shopping center, building or subdivision. The 
maximum area of a directory sign, including both the official name 
and the listing of the occupants, shall be the same as that which is 
permitted in Exhibit 6. (Revised Ord. 2011-01) 

2. Location. In the case of a shopping center, one directory sign shall 
be permitted at one main entrance thereto. In the case of a 
business or manufacturing subdivision, one directory sign shall be 
permitted at each point of entrance thereto, provided that only one 
directory sign shall be permitted for any subdivision on the same 
street. 

B. Development Identification Sign. Freestanding ground-mounted 
identification signs may be permitted for each residential subdivision, retail 
center and commercial development. Size, location, content and 
construction materials for such signs shall be reviewed and approved by 
ARC and the Village Board. The developer shall design and construct an 
impressive entrance into the development, which shall include a significant 
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ground mounted sign required at each point of entrance, utilizing natural 
products such as stone and wood, and landscaping and lighting in 
accordance with the Landscape Ordinance. 

C. Church or other Place of Worship Sign. One sign shall be permitted for 
any church or other place of worship. Such a sign may be used for the 
purpose of identifying the name of the denomination, the dates and times 
when services are offered and other messages relating to that church or 
place of worship. A church or other place of worship sign may be a wall or 
ground sign type and shall comply with all regulations pertaining to that 
sign type. 

It is recognized that a changeable copy sign, by its nature, has unique and 
constantly changing requirements and, therefore, manually changeable 
copy shall be permitted if the changeable copy area is completely covered 
and adequately secured in a case that can be locked. 

D. School Sign. One sign shall be permitted for any school. Such a sign may 
be used for the purpose of identifying the school name, announcing 
coming events at the school, special activities, and special announcements 
of a general interest to the public. A school sign may be a wall or ground 
sign type and shall comply with all regulations pertaining to that sign type. 

It is recognized that a changeable coy sign, by its nature, has unique and 
constantly changing requirements and, therefore, manually changeable 
copy shall be permitted, if the changeable copy area is completely covered 
and adequately secured in a case that can be locked. 

E. Restricted Frontage and Special Circumstance Signage. This section is for 
those lots that are unable to comply with the existing ground sign 
regulations due to existing and extenuating circumstances. If the Building 
and Zoning Officer or ARC Chairman deem it necessary, the application 
shall be referred to the full Architectural Review Commission for review. 

 
All signs in this category require decorative features. The decorative 
features and color of the sign must match and/or compliment the building 
or structure it identifies. 

 
A minimum 36 inch setback is required from any building, driveway, 
walkway, sidewalk and road right of way. 
 
No ground or up lighting will be allowed for these types of signs. 
 
All signs are to remain plumb and level. The sign will need to be repaired 
or removed in accordance with Section 1215. 
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Signs need to be installed with post holes a minimum of 42 inches deep 
filled with concrete for support. Concrete needs to be flush or below grade. 
 
Single Post Signs 

• Maximum height of a single post sign shall be 66 inches 
• Maximum extension arm of 36 inches 
• Maximum size of sign face is 30 inches in height and 30 inches in 

width 
 
Post and Panel Signs 

• 4X4 posts max 
• Maximum overall height is 54 inches above grade 
• Maximum sign face is 12 square feet 
• The top of the sign face can be a maximum of 48 inches above 

grade 
• Minimum clearance is 12 inches from grade 

 
See Exhibit 8 for more details. (Revised Ord. 2017-26) 

 
1203.4    Projecting Signs. One permanent projecting sign may be displayed at each public 

entrance to an establishment in a business or industrial zoned district which fronts 
on a public street. One projecting sign may be displayed on each wall of a building 
that does not have a public entrance to an establishment but fronts upon a public 
street. A projecting sign shall have a maximum area of 9 sq. ft. Permanent 
projecting signs for single business signs in multi-tenant buildings shall require a 
variance. (Revised Ord. 2018-13) 

 
A. Location. A projecting sign shall extend from the wall at a 90-degree 

angle; shall be pinned away from the wall at least 6 inches; and shall 
extend, at its outermost point, not more than 60 inches from the face of 
the wall to which it is attached. A projecting sign may be extended over a 
public sidewalk located in the public right-of-way. The highest point on a 
projecting sign shall not extend above the windowsill of a second story 
window or a height of 16 ft., whichever is lower. 
 

1203.5 Canopy, Awning and Marquee Signs. A canopy or awning sign is permitted in any 
business, industrial or office/research zoning district. This type of signage shall be 
painted on or directly attached to the slope or valance of a canopy or awning. A 
sign of this type shall not extend above or below that portion of the canopy or 
awning to which the sign is attached, except that a sign which extends below a 
permanent canopy at a 90-degree angle to the building is permitted subject to the 
minimum height requirement of 8 ft. over a public sidewalk. (An illustration of 
the use of a canopy or awning for signage purposes is provided in Exhibit 3.) 
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A sign which is located on the slope of a canopy or awning shall be used only for 
the purpose of displaying the logo of an establishment. Lettering may be located 
on the valance of a canopy or awning. The height of this lettering shall not exceed 
2/3 of the vertical dimension of the valance upon which the lettering is located or 
a height of 8 inches, whichever is less. 
  
Permanent canopy, awning and marquee signs for single business signs in multi-
tenant buildings are strictly prohibited. 
  
The use of a marquee sign is limited to a theater and shall only identify the name 
of the theater and the names and ratings of the movies currently being shown. 
Due to the constantly changing nature of this information, manually changeable 
copy shall be permitted. 

 
1203.6 Window Signs. A permanent window sign is any sign which is painted on, affixed 

to or suspended behind a window or glass surface of a door; is visible from a public 
street; and is permanent in nature. A permanent window sign shall be used only to 
identify the formal name of the establishment and/or, if desired, its logo. 

 
An establishment which is located in a business or manufacturing zoning district 
shall be allowed 1 permanent window sign per window or glass surface of a door up 
to a maximum of 2 per building facade. A window sign may occupy up to 25 
percent of the total area of the window in which it is displayed or 18 sq. ft., 
whichever is greater, except that a window sign which covers more than 25 percent 
of the area of the window or glass surface of a door in which it is installed may not 
utilize an opaque background. The outer perimeter or border of a window sign 
shall be defined as the area of the sign. 

 
1203.7  Other Sign Regulations    (Revised Ord. 2009-05) 

A. Directional Signs. Signs which identify essential service areas of a premise, 
e.g. "Receiving", "Office", "Parking", etc., shall be permitted. Such signs 
shall be subordinate to the principle signage of that premises in terms of 
size and shall be compatible to the principle signage in terms of style, 
color, graphics, etc. 

The message conveyed on directional signage shall be limited to the 
minimum information necessary to facilitate vehicular and pedestrian 
movement within the premise. A permanent directional sign shall be either 
a ground sign or a wall sign and shall not exceed 4 sq. ft. in area. In 
addition, a ground directional sign shall not exceed 4 ft. in height and a 
wall or projecting directional sign shall not exceed 10 ft. in height. 
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B. Employment Opportunity Signs. Establishments located in an industrial 
zoning district shall be allowed to display one Employment Opportunity 
Sign. Such a sign shall be used to identify the name of the firm, whether it 
is presently hiring, the types of positions available and the address and 
telephone number of the employment office. 

An Employment Opportunity Sign may be a ground, wall or window sign 
and shall comply with the regulations established for each of these types of 
signs except that manually changeable copy shall be permitted. 

C. Special Gas Station Regulations. A gas station is hereby declared to be an 
activity which requires special consideration regarding signage. In addition 
to all other signs permitted in this Chapter, a gas station may display 2 
signs, not more than 8 sq. ft. in area, on each pump island stating whether 
that island is "self-service" or "full-service", the current price-per-gallon of 
fuel sold at the island, and all other information required by law. 

 
1204 Temporary Signs 
 
Temporary signs shall be used only for the purpose of announcing a special event or special 
promotion, unless otherwise provided for in this Chapter. No person shall erect, construct, 
display, alter or relocate any temporary sign without first obtaining a permit except for those 
temporary signs provided at Section 1211. For temporary signs requiring a permit, a permit shall 
be required each time a temporary sign is displayed. 

1204.1 Duration. Temporary signs, except for real estate development signs, grand 
opening signs, new development identification signs and window signs, may be 
displayed a maximum of  2 times per calendar year upon the same premises, see 
specific sign type for duration of time each sign is allowed. The 2 periods shall not 
be immediately sequential. 

1204.2 Number. There shall be a maximum of 1 temporary sign upon a property at any 
time, except for window signs and grand opening signs. 

1204.3 Location. Temporary signs shall be erected only on the property of the permittee, 
unless the permittee is a non-profit organization, and shall be set back a minimum 
of 5 ft. from any public right-of-way. 

1204.4 Types of Temporary Signs. The following types of temporary signs may be erected 
provided that the Building Inspector approve and issue a permit for them. All such 
signs shall comply with the requirements established herein and shall meet the 
general intent and purpose of this Ordinance. All temporary ground signs shall 
not exceed 6 ft. in height. 
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A. Pre-Construction Sign. A “Coming Soon” or “Future Site” not exceed 32 
sq. ft. in surface area. One such pre-construction sign may be located on 
each side of the lot or on each face of the building which has frontage on a 
public street. A pre-construction sign is allowed for one year from the date 
of issuance of the permit or as specified on the permit application. All 
other signs on the property must be removed before the erection of a pre-
construction sign. A pre-construction sign shall be removed when a 
permanent sign is installed. 

B. Construction Sign. Such a sign shall not exceed 16 sq. ft. in surface area 
in residential zoning districts and 32 sq. ft. in surface area in business and 
manufacturing zoning districts. A construction sign may be used to 
identify the owner, the architect, the contractor, and the financing 
arrangements for the project and the purpose for which the project is 
intended. No products or services may be advertised on a construction 
sign. One such construction sign may be located on each side of the lot or 
on each face of the building which has frontage on a public street. A 
construction sign shall be removed within 14 days following the issuance of 
a Certificate of Occupancy for the building or structure to which the 
construction sign pertains. 

C. Real Estate Development Sign. One sign of this type shall be allowed for a 
development consisting of 5 or more lots or units or a parcel of land having 
an area of 2 or more acres and may include the name of the development 
or parcel, the name of the representative or real estate agency, the 
representative agency's logo and telephone number and brief description of 
the zoning and the number of lots or units available. Such  sign shall not 
exceed 32 sq. ft. in surface area. A permit for a temporary real estate 
development sign is valid for a period of 1 year, after which time an 
application for a permit for the sign must again be made. 

D. Event Sign. An event sign may be erected for no more than 14 days preceding 
the event to which it pertains and must be removed within 48 hours of the 
completion of the event. Such a sign shall not be illuminated and shall not exceed 
16 sq. ft. in surface area. No more than two event signs which pertain to a single 
event may be erected at the intersection of any street with Route 12, Route 173, 
English Prairie and Main Street. No more than one event sign which pertains to 
a single event may be erected at the main intersections of  residential subdivisions 
at streets which are classified as Major Residential Streets as defined in Chapter 
16 of the Village Code. No event signs may be erected at internal intersections of 
residential subdivisions upon Residential Streets as defined in Chapter 16 of the 
Village Code. (Revised Ord. 2017-26) 

E. Promotional Sign. Such signs shall be permitted for a period not to exceed 
7 consecutive days and there shall be permitted a maximum of 4 such 
terms where extraordinary promotional signs are displayed per 
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establishment per year. No promotional sign shall be approved which, in 
any way, represents a hazard to pedestrian or vehicular traffic or otherwise 
negatively affects the public safety. Signs shall not exceed 30 sq. ft. and 6 
ft. in height. (Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

F. Grand Opening and Open for Business Sign. A temporary sign and/or 
display on a parcel of land which is otherwise not permitted by this Section 
and which announce the opening of an establishment located within a 
business zoning district. “Under New Ownership” or “Under New 
Management” signs shall be governed by these same regulations. Such 
signs shall not exceed 30 sq. ft. and 6 ft. in height and shall be permitted 
for a period not to exceed 15 consecutive days. (Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

G. Identification Sign. One sign announcing the name of an establishment 
located in a business or industrial zoning district shall be allowed on a 
parcel of land for a period of not more than 60 days or until the 
installation of a permanent sign which has been approved by ARC and the 
Village Board, whichever is sooner. Signs shall not exceed 30 sq. ft. and 6 
ft. in height. (Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

H. Off-Premise Sign. Off-premise promotional signs require a permit. Such 
shall not exceed 16 sq. ft. in surface area and may be erected for not more 
than 14 consecutive days. If the Building and Zoning Officer deems it 
necessary, the application shall be referred to the Village Board for 
approval. If approved, the permit fee shall be $50. (Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

However, not for profit corporations and youth sports organizations which 
utilize Village parks may erect temporary off-premise signs for not more 
than 14 consecutive days, with prior approval of the Building Department 
and with no permit fee. (Revised Ord. 2009-24) 

1. A completed temporary off-premise sign application form. 

2. A map showing where the sign will be located on each property 
requested. 

3. Rendering of the sign showing dimensions, color, lettering and 
details of all building materials on all sides. One color rendering 
and eleven black and white copies must be included in submittal. 

I. Outdoor Display. All outdoor displays shall require a temporary permit. 
The permit applicant must obtain ARC and Village Board approval prior 
to being issued the permit.  

J. Public Decorations. Decorations, which are displayed for a period not-to-
exceed 90 days in connection with a nationally recognized holiday or a 
local festivity, or event, which has been approved by the Village. Temporary 
public decorations may be located within a public right-of-way by the 
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Village. 

K.    Portable and/or Changeable Copy Signs. Under no circumstance shall the 
use of portable and/or changeable copy signs be permitted except as 
outlined in Sections 1203.3.C, 1203.3.D and 1203.5. Portable and/or 
changeable copy signs must be approved by ARC and the Village Board. 
(Revised Ord. 2021-05) 

 
L. Directional Signs for Seasonal Events. Temporary directional signs for a 

seasonal event with an expected attendance of at least 2,000 people per 
week are allowed for a maximum period of nine weeks. Up to six signs 
maybe located within the public right-of-way and shall not exceed 18 sq. ft. 
Such signs require a temporary permit with a fee of $25 for up to six signs 
with the design and locations approved by the Building and Zoning 
Officer. (Revised Ord. 2017-40) 

 
1205    Signs Allowed by Variance Only 
 
The use of the following signs shall only be allowed following approval by ARC and the Village 
Board. An application for a variance shall be submitted to the ARC in accordance with ARC 
rules and procedures. Following the review and recommendation by ARC, the application shall 
then be brought before the Village Board for approval or denial. The requested variance may be 
modified and subject to change prior to Village Board approval. 

A. Changeable Copy and Electronic Message Center Signs. Except as 
provided for in Sections 1203.3.C, 1203.3.D and 1203.5. (Revised Ord. 
2012-01) 

B. Permanent Time and Temperature Devices. 
 
1205.1 Conditions of Approval. In addition to general aesthetic considerations, ARC and 

the Village Board shall find that all of the conditions listed in Section 1205.2, if 
applicable, have been met:  

 
In addition, ARC and the Village Board may place any conditions they deem 
reasonable upon the use of such a sign, including but not limited to: 

A.  Hours of illumination and operation; 

B. A requirement of providing free public service messages at the Village’s 
discretion; 

C. Limits upon content and changes in copy or information; 

D.  Requiring changes in illumination and photometric studies; and 

E. Such other conditions which are in the best interest of the Village. 
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1205.2  Variance Application. An application for a variance shall be submitted to the ARC 
in accordance with ARC rules and procedures. Following the review and 
recommendation by ARC, the application shall then be brought before the Village 
Board for approval or denial. The requested variance may be modified and subject 
to change prior to Village Board approval. In addition to general aesthetic 
considerations, ARC and the Village Board shall find that all of the following 
conditions, if applicable, have been met:  

A. That all of the standards provided in this Chapter have been met; however, 
an applicant may request variances from the standards; 

B. That the property use where the proposed sign shall be located is 
compatible with the existing or planned future development of the area; 

C. That the establishment, maintenance or operation of the sign shall not be 
detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, comfort or general 
welfare of the neighboring vicinity; 

D. That the sign shall not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other 
property in the immediate vicinity for the purpose already permitted; 

E. That the sign shall not substantially diminish and impair property value 
within the neighborhood and any adverse effects of noise, glare, light, 
blockage of light or air, or other adverse environmental effects of a type or 
degree not characteristic of permitted uses in the zoning district where the 
sign is to be located have been appropriately controlled; 

F. That adequate landscaping has been or is being provided; 

G. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to minimize an adverse 
impact on traffic on the public streets and in parking lots or upon private 
property; 

H. That the proposed sign is generally in harmony with any other elements of 
compatibility pertinent in the judgment of ARC and the Village Board to 
the particular zoning district where it is proposed to be located or its 
particular location. 

 
1206 Illumination 
 
It is recognized that many signs must be visible at night and, therefore, permanent signs may be 
illuminated, except as otherwise provided herein. Such illumination, however, shall be of an 
intensity, location and distribution of light sources that will be sufficient to render the message 
readable without generating spillover light which may be discomforting or distracting or which 
may detract from the appearance of neighboring premises or the visibility of neighboring signage. 
The purpose of sign illumination is to make the message readable at night and not to provide 
security lighting for the premises. No temporary sign shall be illuminated. 
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1206.1 General Regulations. All illuminated signs shall comply with the following 
regulations: 

A. The lighting intensity of any sign, whether resulting from internal or 
external illumination, shall not exceed 25-foot candles when measured with 
a standard light meter at 4 ft. from the center of the face of the sign. 

B. When a sign is illuminated from the exterior, the direct or indirect rays of 
light shall not spill over onto or into any adjoining property or 
establishment or onto any public thoroughfare so as to be hazardous or 
annoying to others. The light source must, therefore, be positioned in such 
a manner as to not glare or shine into the eyes of motorists or pedestrians 
or onto adjoining property. 

C.  Signs relating to businesses abutting any residential district shall be 
illuminated only during those hours when the establishment is open for 
business.  

D. Within the limitations imposed, signs may be directly illuminated by 
providing artificial light either through exposed lighting on the sign face, or 
through transparent or translucent material from a light source within the 
sign. 

E.  All external illumination shall be white light, fluorescent, metal halide, 
LED, or induction lighting.  

F.  The frequency of change for electronic message center signs shall not be 
greater than once every 15 seconds. (Revised Ord. 2007-25) 

 
1206.2 Prohibited Illuminations. The following types of illumination are not permitted 

within any zoning district in the Village: (Revised Ord. 2021-05) 
 

A. Exposed bare bulbs, except that neon tube signs shall be allowed and 
considered to be internally illuminated for purposes of this Chapter. 

B. No exposed gas-filled discharge tubing (neon or similar) shall be used on 
the exterior surface of any sign or be visible through a sign face, if it is 
clear in color, without the sign concept and colors being first reviewed and 
approved by the ARC and the Village Board. 

C. No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other 
illuminating device which has a changing light intensity, color or 
brightness. Beacon lights are also prohibited. 

D. No sign shall be illuminated by any red, yellow, orange, green, or other 
colored light in such a manner as may interfere with, mislead, or confuse 
traffic. 

E. No strobe lights shall be permitted on any signs or to light any sign. 
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Spotlights and floodlights directed toward any sign, that may reflect off 
such sign toward public ways, are prohibited. 

F.  High pressure sodium lights are prohibited. 
 
1207    Sign Message 
 
1207.1 Items of Information. Items of information shall be limited to the formal name of 

the bona fide occupant of the establishment and the occupant's logo. (Revised 
Ord. 2017-40) 
 

1208 Applications and Application Fees 
 
1208.1 Permanent Sign Application. If an applicant is required to appear before ARC and 

the Village Board they shall provide seventeen packets containing the information 
required by this Section to the Building Inspector or designee two weeks prior to 
the ARC meeting date. Applicants must submit a $350.00 non-refundable 
application fee with their application. If an applicant is denied, does not attend the 
scheduled meeting, or cancels the meeting within 48 hours of the meeting date, 
the applicant will be required to submit another $350.00 non-refundable 
application fee with any subsequent application or before another ARC meeting is 
scheduled to review the application. (Revised Ord. 2023-04) 

 
 Application for a permit for a permanent sign shall be made upon a form provided 

by the Village. An application for the repainting of a sign in the same color 
scheme or for the changing of a name of an occupant listed on a directory sign 
shall include the information requested in Items A-G. 

  
Dependent upon the type of signage involved, the applicant shall submit at least 
the following information: 

A. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 

B. Address and zoning of the building, structure or parcel of property to 
which, or upon which, the sign is to be attached or erected. 

C. Name of person, firm, corporation or association erecting the sign. 

D. Name, address and telephone number of the individual who will be 
representing the owner at the ARC and Village Board meetings. 

E. A photograph or a diagram, drawn to scale, illustrating the exact location 
of all existing and proposed signage on the property. 

F. A colored sketch, drawn to scale, which accurately represents all features of 
the sign including, but not limited to, size, message, letter style, border, 
surface texture and all exposed structural elements. 
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G. One color sample for each color which is proposed to be used in the sign 
(the color sample shall consist of either the manufacturer's color chart or, 
in cases of custom colors, an actual sample of the paint to be used, applied 
to an appropriate material) and one material sample for any stone, brick or 
other material to be used. 

H. A copy of the plans and specifications showing the method of construction 
and the types of materials to be used as well as the method of illumination 
and support. 

I. For a ground sign, a copy of the stress sheets and calculations showing that 
the structure is designed for wind pressure in the amount required by this 
Chapter and all other applicable laws and ordinances of the Village. 

J. A photograph or diagram illustrating the following information, depending 
upon the sign type: 

1. Wall Sign. The setback of the building; the signable area; the exact 
location and dimensions of the sign; the proposed height to the top 
of the sign; and an exact representation of the face of the building 
to which the sign is to be attached. 

2. Ground Sign. The setback of the building; the location of the sign 
on the property, including front and side yard setbacks and the 
distance from the sign to the building; the height of the sign; the 
property frontage; the zoning district; and the distance from the 
sign to adjacent ground signs. 

3. Projecting Sign. The proposed location of the sign on the building, 
including the distance that the sign is pinned away from the 
building, the distance from the face of the building wall to the 
outer-most point on the sign and the distance between sidewalk 
grade and the top and bottom of the sign, and an exact 
representation of the face of the building to which the sign is to be 
attached. 

4. Canopy, Awning or Marquee Sign. The complete dimensions of 
the canopy, awning or marquee to which the sign is to be attached; 
the location and outer dimensions of the design or lettering; and 
the distance from sidewalk grade to the top and bottom of the sign. 

5. Window Sign. The dimensions of the window or other glass surface 
on which the sign is to be applied; the location and outer 
dimensions of the sign; and the location of any other window signs 
on the face of the building on which the sign is to be attached. 

K. For a ground sign, a landscape plan showing varieties and quantities of 
plantings and other landscape materials in accordance with Chapter 18, 
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Article 3, Section 1808.  
 
 1208.2  Temporary Sign Application. An application for a temporary sign shall include the 

information requested in Items A-F, and when applicable Item G. An application 
for an outdoor display shall include the information requested in Items A-G.  

 
A. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant. 

B. Address and zoning of the building, structure or parcel of property to 
which, or upon which, the sign is to be attached or erected. 

C. Name, address and telephone number of the individual who will be 
representing the owner at the ARC and Village Board meetings. 

D. A photograph or a diagram, drawn to scale, illustrating the exact location 
of all existing and proposed signage on the property. 

E. A colored sketch, drawn to scale, which accurately represents all features of 
the sign including, but not limited to, size, message, letter style, border, 
surface texture and all exposed structural elements. 

F. One color sample for each color which is proposed to be used in the sign 
(the color sample shall consist of either the manufacturer's color chart or, 
in cases of custom colors, an actual sample of the paint to be used, applied 
to an appropriate material) and one material sample for any stone, brick or 
other material to be used. 

G. For a ground sign, a copy of the stress sheets and calculations showing that 
the structure is designed for wind pressure in the amount required by this 
Chapter and all other applicable laws and ordinances of the Village. 

 
1209 Permits 
 
Prior to the erection, alteration, relocation or painting of a sign, the issuance of a sign permit by 
the Building Inspector shall be required, except as provided in the Section 1211. The Building 
Inspector shall issue a permit for the erection, alteration, relocation or painting of a sign only 
when a proper application has been filed; the sign complies with this Chapter and all other 
applicable laws and regulations of the Village and the sign has been approved by ARC and the 
Village Board. A sign in which any electrical wiring connections are required also requires an 
electrical permit and shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Building Code.  
 
Once the sign permit is issued by the Building Inspector, the sign shall be installed and 
completed within 90 days of the issuance of the permit. Non-compliance with these established 
time periods shall result in the nullification of any approval given and shall require re-application 
for the sign permit. 
 
No sign permit shall be issued until final sign design approval is granted by the Village Board. 
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Approval shall be valid for one (1) year. If construction has not begun by this time, then a new 
application shall be required. 
 
A Performance Bond of $500.00 is required for all permanent signs to insure compliance with 
this Chapter. This Bond is refunded upon passage of final inspection. The charge to re-inspect a 
permanent sign that does not pass inspection shall be $200.00. (Revised Ord. 2012-01) 
 
1209.1  Permanent Sign Permit Fees. The permit fee for a permanent sign is $200.00. 
 
1209.2  Temporary Sign Permit Fees. Prior to the issuance of a permit for the 

 following types of signs, all applicants shall pay to the Village a sum of money in 
 accordance with the following schedule: 

        
Grand Opening      $0 
Open-For-Business Promotional   $0 
Not-for-Profit Corporation 1    $0 
Extraordinary Promotional 2    $25.00 per promotion 
Construction or Real Estate Development  $50.00 

 
1 Permit fees (but not permits) for not-for-profit corporations (i.e. civic 

groups, religious institutions or charitable organizations) shall be waived, 
provided that evidence of formal incorporation or tax-exempt status is 
shown at the time a permit application is submitted. 

2 Should a variance be granted to extend the length of time the sign can be 
erected; the fee shall be $50 for each additional 7 days. 

 
In addition to the permit fee required for each temporary sign, a deposit of $50.00 
shall be made prior to the issuance of a permit. This deposit is to guarantee that 
the sign shall be constructed and installed as noted on the permit and that the sign 
shall be removed within the specified time. If the sign is altered or not removed 
within the specified time, the deposit shall be retained.  
 

1210 Inspections 
 
1210.1 Permanent Sign Inspections Required. The following inspections are required for 

permanent signs. 
  

A. Foundation/base pre-pour (ground signs only); 
B. Electrical wiring; and 
C. Final inspection. 
 

1210.2 Temporary Sign Inspections Required. The following inspections are required for 
temporary signs: 
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A. Set-Up. To ensure the sign(s) is the correct size and type and is located in 

accordance with the conditions of approval and 
B. Take-Down. To ensure that the sign(s) is taken down in accordance with 

the conditions of approval. 
 
1211 Exempt Signs  
 
The types of signs listed in this Section are exempt from the provisions of this Chapter, except 
for such instances where a sign listed herein is found to be unsafe or unlawful as provided in 
Section 1216 or as otherwise provided for in this Chapter. Exempt signs shall not be illuminated; 
are exempted from all permit requirements herein; shall be placed on private property on the 
premises and setback from any public right-of-way unless otherwise specifically provided for; and 
shall not be placed on any tree, utility pole, fence or other accessory building or structure unless 
otherwise specifically provided for; and shall not exceed 4 ft. in height from grade unless otherwise 
specifically provided for. 

   
1211.1 Governmental Traffic Control and Directional Signs.  Such a sign may be 

located on a fence, tree or utility pole and may be located within a public right-of-
way and may be illuminated and greater than 4 ft. in height from grade. 

 
1211.2 Public Utility Directional Signs. This does not include a sign for the promotion 

or sale of the utility's product or services. Such a sign may be located on a fence, 
tree or utility pole and may be located within a public right-of-way. 

 
1211.3 Land Use Regulatory Signs. A sign used to regulate the use of property, such as, 

"No Trespassing", "No Fishing", "No Hunting", etc. Such a sign shall not exceed 
1 ½ sq. ft. in area. 

 
1211.4 Directional Wall and Window Signs. Such a sign shall have a total area not 

greater than 144 square inches. Examples of this type of signage include, but are 
not limited, to "Enter", "Exit", "Employees Only", and "Open 9:00 AM to 5:00 
PM". 

 
1211.5 Residential Household and Garage Sale Signs. Such a sign shall not be installed 

prior to 12 hours in advance of the sale; must be removed immediately following 
the completion of the sale; and shall not exceed 6 sq. ft. in area. No more than 1 
garage sale sign is permitted on a given lot except for a corner lot in which 1 sign 
may be displayed to each public street upon which it has frontage. 

 
1211.6 Window Signs. A sign installed inside or painted onto a window or glass surface of 

a door. Such a sign may be constructed of cloth or cloth-like materials, paper, 
temporary paint or other similar material and shall be permitted for a period not to 
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exceed 60 consecutive days. A temporary window sign shall not be constructed of, 
nor supported by neon tubes, wood, metal, plastic or other solid materials normally 
used for permanent signage and at no time shall a temporary window sign be 
internally illuminated. A window sign may occupy up to 25 percent of the total 
area of the window(s) in which it is displayed. The outer perimeter or border of a 
window sign shall be defined as the area of the sign. 

 
1211.7 Real Estate Signs. Such a sign shall not be placed beyond the boundary of the 

property which is for sale, lease or rent and shall not exceed 6 sq. ft. in area in a 
residential district and 16 sq. ft. in area in a business or manufacturing district. 
No more than 1 real estate sign is permitted on a given lot except for a corner lot 
in which 1 sign may be displayed to each public street upon which it has frontage. 
A real estate sign shall be taken down within 7 days after the sale, rental or lease of 
the property. 

 
Real estate open house signs are permitted to be placed on public property in street 
rights-of-way on Tuesdays between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and on 
Saturdays and Sundays between the hours of Noon and 5:00 p.m. These signs 
shall not in any way interfere with the site distance at the locations where they are 
placed and shall not have any attachments such as balloons, streamers, etc., and 
shall not be placed in roadway median strips. Such signs shall not exceed 4 sq. ft. 
in area, shall have a professional appearance and may have 2 faces. The 
information provided by such signs shall be limited to the company identification, 
the words “Open House” and a directional arrow. When placed in a cluster, there 
shall not be more than 4 signs in a cluster at any location at the same time. All 
corners of an intersection are considered to be a single location. If an enforcement 
officer observes more than 4 signs at any location, all signs at that location will be 
summarily removed. 

 
1211.8 Political Campaign Signs. Window, wall or ground political campaign signs are 

allowed in all zoning districts. If erected as a ground sign, however, each a sign 
shall not exceed 16 sq. ft. in area and 48 inches in height. In all cases, political 
campaign signs shall be confined to private property and setback from any public 
right-of-way. The signs shall be removed within 7 days following the election. 

 
1211.9 On-Premises Decorations. Exterior or interior on-premises temporary are 

decorations which are visible from the exterior of the premises and which are 
displayed in connection with a seasonal holiday. Such decorations shall be 
displayed for a period not-to-exceed 90 days. On-premises temporary decorations 
shall not be located within a public right-of-way. 
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1211.10 Flags and Emblems. A display of a flag or emblem of a governmental or of a 
political, civic, philanthropic, educational, religious or corporate organization shall 
be exempt, provided that only one of the above is displayed by an individual 
establishment or proprietorship or on any single building or parcel of land. The 
display of the flag of the United States, which is flown in accordance with the 
U.S. Flag Code, shall be exempt from these regulations. 

 
1211.11 Historical References. A historical reference shall include a memorial plaque, 

marker or tablet displayed on private or public property for the purpose of 
identifying the name of a building, date of erection and other commemorative 
information. A historical reference shall be exempt provided that it is attached to 
or made a permanent integral part of the structure and does not exceed 4 sq. ft. in 
area. 

 
1211.12 Identification Signs. One pole or wall-mounted sign of this type is allowed per 

unit and is subject to the following requirements: 

A. The number referencing the address shall not be less than 3 inches nor 
more than 12 inches in height and shall be installed in such a manner as 
to be easily visible from the street to which it is oriented. 

B. The total area of the sign shall not exceed 1 ½ sq. ft. 
  
1211.13 Number Identification Signs. A sign of this type is subject to the following 

requirements: 

A. A building which is constructed at the property line shall post the street 
address of the property in numerals measuring not less than 3 nor more 
than 4 inches in height; a building which is set back from the property line 
shall post the street address of the property in numerals measuring not less 
than 6 nor more than 10 inches in height. 

B. A street number shall be installed in such a manner as to be easily visible 
from the street to which it is oriented. 

  
1211.14 Vending Machine Signs. A vending machine sign is a permanent sign, which is 

affixed to a vending machine by the manufacturer. 
  
1211.15 Gasoline Pump Signs. A gasoline pump sign is a permanent sign, which is affixed 

to a gasoline pump by the manufacturer. 
 
1212 Prohibited Signs and Practices 
 
The use of the following signs within the corporate limits of the Village, unless otherwise specified 
within this Section or used by a government entity, are hereby prohibited: 
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A. Permanent off-premise signs; 

B. Signs on poles; 

C. Signs which revolve, rotate, move or give the appearance of movement; 

D. Flashing signs; 

E. Portable or moveable signs; 

F. Attention-getting devices including, but not limited to, search lights, 
propellers, spinners, streamers, inflatables or pennants; 

G. Signs which are attached to any tree, fence, fire escape, bush or utility pole 
or located within a public right-of-way, except as provided in Sections 
1203.3.A, 1204.4.E, 1204.4.G and 1211.2 

H. Signs painted directly on a building; 

I. Roof signs; 

J. Lettering or other elements of a sign message which extend beyond the 
exterior perimeter of the surface to which it is attached; and 

K. Signs which purport to be, are an imitation of, or otherwise resemble an 
official traffic sign or signal, or which bear the words "Stop", "Slow Down", 
"Caution", "Warning" or similar words and are displayed in the color or 
manner normally associated with traffic control signs 

 
1213 Insurance 
 
Each applicant for a permit to construct a sign which will extend over a public right-of-way shall 
file with the Building Inspector prior to the issuance of the permit, a certificate of insurance 
naming the Village of Spring Grove as an additional insured covering all damages which the 
Village may be legally obligated to pay on account of personal injury or property damage, 
including loss of income, which may be caused by the erection or maintenance of the sign. This 
certificate of insurance shall be provided on an annual basis. The insurance policy shall be issued 
by an insurance company authorized to do business in the State of Illinois and shall have an 
applicable amount of not less than a $1,000,000.00 combined single limit and shall include a 
requirement that the policy may not be cancelled or terminated without 30 days prior written 
notice to the Village. 
 
1214 Safety and Construction Requirements 
 
All signs shall be made to conform to the following safety and construction requirements when 
applicable: 

A. All signs which are internally illuminated or which have internal electrical 
components shall be constructed of non-combustible material. 
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B. Wooden signs shall be illuminated only from an exterior source. 

C. The minimum sign clearance over a public sidewalk shall be 8 ft. 

D. All signs shall be constructed and anchored to withstand a minimum wind 
pressure of 30 pounds per square foot. 

E. When a temporary ground sign is supported by wood timbers or poles, the 
wood shall be treated to resist decay and insect destruction. 

F. No sign shall be attached to a fire escape, fence, bush, tree or utility pole 
or be located within a public right-of-way, except as provided in the 
Sections 1203.4, 1211.1 and 1211.2 

G. No sign shall be located in such a manner as to interfere with the clear 
vision of vehicular traffic or otherwise impair vehicular or pedestrian traffic 
safety. 

H. No sign shall be located in such a manner as to interfere with snow 
removal or other municipal or public utility maintenance activities. 

I. No sign shall be located nearer than 10 ft. to any telephone, electrical or 
cable t.v. line. (For proper working clearances, an applicant should contact 
the appropriate utility company.) 

J. No portion of a marquee shall be less than 9 ft. above sidewalk grade nor 
shall it extend to a height greater than 16 ft. at its highest point. In 
addition, no portion of a marquee shall extend nearer than 1 foot from the 
face of the curb or edge of the street. 

K. No sign shall be erected, constructed or maintained so as to obstruct any 
fire escape, required exit, window or other opening which may be used as a 
means of egress. 

L. All electrical signs shall be approved and labeled as conforming with the 
standards of the United States Bureau of Standards, the Underwriters 
Laboratory, Inc., the Canadian Standards Association or other similar 
institutions of recognized standing. 

M. Signs shall be erected, constructed or maintained so as not to obstruct 
traffic sight distance, obstruct any means of exiting, or obstruct required 
light, ventilation or any mechanical openings or equipment. 

N. All ground-mounted signs shall be self-supporting structures, erected on or 
permanently attached to concrete foundations. 

O. All attachment devices, wiring, clips, transformers and other mechanisms 
required by the design of a sign, shall be concealed. 
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1215 Maintenance Requirements 
 
A sign shall be maintained in a safe, presentable and good structural condition at all times. 
Maintenance of a sign shall include such activities as the replacement of defective parts, painting 
and cleaning. The Building Inspector shall, upon finding that a sign is in non-compliance with 
the regulations contained herein, provide written notification of such non-compliance to the 
owner of the sign and advise such owner that repairs to the sign must be completed within 30 
days following receipt of the notice unless the sign constitutes a hazard or danger which requires 
repairs to be completed sooner. If the sign is in need of repainting, a painting permit issued in 
accordance with the Section 1209 shall also be required. (Revised Ord. 2017-26) 

 
1216 Removal and Disposition of Signs 
 
Any property owner of an abandoned or non-conforming sign which is in violation of any 
provisions of this Chapter is subject to a fine of up to $1,000 for each violation, plus court costs 
and Village administration costs. Any sign in violation of any provisions of this Chapter within 
the public right-of-way at any time may be removed by the Village and placed into temporary 
storage. Confiscated signs from the public right-of-way will be released upon payment of a storage 
fee of $10 per sign, payable to the Village. The Village shall not be responsible for loss of or 
damage to any confiscated sign while in storage. The Village shall not be responsible to notify the 
owner or agent of said sign that it was confiscated and placed into storage. The Village shall not 
be obligated to keep said sign in storage beyond 5 working days, after which time it may be 
discarded. 
 
1216.1 Abandoned Signs. An abandoned sign is prohibited and shall be removed by the 

owner of the sign or premises. If the sign is in conformance to all other 
requirements of this Chapter and has been previously approved by the Building 
Inspector, compliance can be accomplished by providing a blank sign face. This 
may be accomplished by painting the sign face with the color of the approved sign 
background or providing a blank sign face of the same material as the abandoned 
sign face with the same color as the approved sign background. If this cannot be 
accomplished, the sign shall be removed. 

 
1216.2 Non-Conforming Signs. A legal non-conforming sign shall become non-

conforming and shall be removed or brought into compliance with this Section if 
any one or more of the following occurs: 

 
A. The sign is removed. 
B. The reference on the sign is changed or modified for any reason. 
C. The sign is damaged or destroyed by any means to the extent of 50 percent 

or more of its replacement value based upon prevailing costs at the time of 
such damage or destruction. 

D. A sign is abandoned as established in Section 1216.1. 
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Normal maintenance of a legal non-conforming signs is permitted as long as such 
repairs do not extend or intensify the non-conformity of the sign. An unlawful 
sign which has been constructed or installed prior to the effective date of this 
Section, regardless of whether or not it complied with the requirements established 
in this Section, shall be deemed illegal and non-conforming and shall be removed 
or brought in to compliance with this Section within 30 days from receipt of 
notice from the Building Inspector. (Revised Ord. 2017-26) 

 
1216.3 Unsafe Signs. The Building Inspector shall cause to be removed any sign which 

endangers the public safety and notice shall be sent, via certified mail or hand 
delivery, to the owner of the property on which the sign is located. 

 
If the person receiving the notice has not complied therewith or taken appeal from 
the determination of the Building Inspector's findings that an unsafe condition 
exists within the time specified in the notice served upon such person, the Building 
Inspector may issue a citation to court for violation of this Chapter. The Building 
Inspector may cause any sign or advertising structure which is an immediate peril 
to persons or property to be removed summarily and without notice. 

 
1217 Violations 
 
Any person who violates or neglects or refuses to comply with the approved plans shall be fined 
not less than $25.00 each day and a maximum of $750.00 per day until the sign is brought into 
compliance with the approved plans. 
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SIGNABLE AREA 
 
A 4’ x 60’ = 240 sq. ft. 
B 3’ x 10’ =   30 sq. ft. 
C 3’ x 10’ =   30 sq. ft 
 
ALTERNATIVE SIGNABLE 

AREA 
 
D 4’ x 54’ = 219 sq. ft. 
E 3‘ x 14’ =   42 sq. ft. 
F 3’ x 14’ =   42 sq. ft. 

 
 
EXHIBIT 1 
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FOR “SIGNABLE AREA” BASED ON SETBACK 

 
 Location  

Set-Back 
Maximum Area  

of Sign(s) 
Maximum Height to  

Top of Sign 
A 300 ft. 160 sq. ft. 23 ft. 
B 200 ft. 116 sq. ft. 22 ft. 
C 100 ft. 92 sq. ft. 20 ft. 
D 0 ft. 76 sq. ft. 16 ft. 
 
Four possible locations for signs upon the same building 
 
 
For the same building with a “Signable Area” of 400 sq. ft. permitted height and size of 
sign vary with the setback per Table 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
EXHIBIT 2 
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CANOPIES OR AWNINGS 

 
 Name of Part Signage Permitted Per 

Permanent Canopy, Awning 
and Marquee Signs Section 

Comment Counts as 
“Items”  

A Slope Yes Logo Only Yes 

B Wing No   

C Side Curtain 
or Valance 

Yes Letters 3” or less 
Letters 3” to 8” 

No 
Yes 

D Front Curtain 
or Valance 

Yes Letters 3” or less 
Letters 3” to 8” 

No 
Yes 

X Sign Below No Not painted on and 
extends below 

 

 
 
 
EXHIBIT 3 
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EXHIBIT 4
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EXHIBIT 5  
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Ground Signs – Area and Height Requirements 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXHIBIT 6 
 
 
 

(Revised Ord. 2011-11) 
 

Sq Ft of 
Building 

Sq Ft of 
Sign Face 

Overall Maximum 
Structure Size 

4,000 or less 24 48 sq. ft. 
5,000 30 56 sq. ft. 
6,000 36 64 sq. ft. 
7,000 42 72 sq. ft. 
8,000 48 93 sq. ft. 
9,000 54 102 sq. ft. 

10,000 60 110 sq. ft. 
11,000 or larger 64 120 sq. ft. 
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Village of Spring Grove Uniform Sign Plan 
for Multi-Tenant Buildings 

 
 
Spring Grove Center, 2020 Route 12 - Internally Illuminated Red Channel 
Letters 
 
Spruce Point, 2207 Route 12 - Internally Illuminated White Channel Letters 
 
Spring Grove Shops, 2214 Route 12 - Internally Illuminated Red Channel Letters 
 
Spring Creek Plaza, 2450 Route 12 - Internally Illuminated White Channel 
Letters 
 
Four-Tenant Building, 2701 Route 12 - Internally Illuminated Box Sign in the 
same size as existing with White Lexan Sign Face and Dark Colored Vinyl 
Lettering & Graphics (However, Channel Letters are preferred and would be 
approved for future use.) 
 
Maple Crest Professional Building, 2900 Route 12 - Internally Illuminated Box 
Sign in the same size & shape as existing with White Lexan Sign Face and Dark 
Colored Vinyl Lettering & Graphics. 
 
Multi-Tenant Building, 2019 Main Street- Black Awnings with White Lettering. 
 
 
 
EXHIBIT 7 

 
(Revised Ordinance 2017-21)



 

Village of Spring Grove Municipal Code Book – Chapter 12 
Sign Control Ordinance Page 41 of 42 Revised: March 16, 2021 

Restricted Frontage and Special Circumstance Signage  
 

 
 
EXHIBIT 8 

(Revised Ord. 2017-21)



Village of Spring Grove Municipal Code Book – Chapter 12 
Sign Control Ordinance Page 42 of 42 Revised: March 16, 2021 
 

 
TABLE 1 

BASIC DESIGN FACTORS – WALL SIGNS 
 

Minimum Building Setback/Maximum to Top of Sign 
 

Maximum 
Signable 

Area (sq. ft.) 

0 ft/16 ft 25 ft/17 ft 50 ft/18 ft 75 ft/19 ft 100 ft/20 ft 150 ft/21 ft 200 ft/22 ft 300 ft/23 ft 400 ft/24 ft 500 ft/25 ft 

C S C S C S C S C S C S C S C S C S C S 

          10 75 7.5 80 8 85 8.5 90 9 100 10 - - - - - - - - - - 

          25 69 17 70 17.5 73 18 76 19 80 20 89 22 100 25 - - - - - - 

          50 64 32 66 33 69 35 73 37 78 39 84 42 92 46 100 50 - - - - 

          75 56 42 57 43 59 44 60 45 63 47 67 50 71 53 83 62 95 71 - - 

          100 50 50 52 52 53 53 55 55 57 57 61 61 67 67 80 80 100 100 - - 

          150 40 60 41 62 42 63 43 65 44 66 48 72 52 78 64 96 80 80 100 150 

          200 33 66 35 70 36 72 38 76 40 80 44 88 47 94 60 120 75 75 90 180 

          300 25 75 26 78 27 81 28 84 29 87 31 93 33 99 44 132 54 54 70 210 

          400 19 76 20 80 21 84 22 88 23 92 25 100 29 116 40 160 46 46 60 240 

          500 17 85 17.5 88 18 90 18.5 93 19 95 21 105 28 120 33 165 38 38 50 250 

          600 15.6 94 16 96 16.7 100 17.2 103 17.8 107 19.2 115 21 126 28 168 33 33 42 252 

          700 14.7 103 15.1 106 15.6 109 16.1 113 16.7 117 17.9 125 19.2 134 24.6 172 27.7 27.7 36.3 254 

          800 14 112 14.3 114 14.7 118 15.3 122 15.8 126 17.1 137 18.4 147 21.6 173 24.5 24.5 32 256 

          900 13.3 120 13.7 123 13.8 124 14.2 128 14.6 131 15.8 142 16.9 152 19.3 174 22 22 28.7 258 

          1000 1205 125 1208 128 13 130 13.2 132 13.5 135 14.7 147 15.9 159 17.5 175 20 20 26 260 

 
 

 
C - Maximum Percentage Coverage of Established Signable Area 
S - Maximum Size of Sign in Sq. ft. 
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